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sphere. The story is amusingly told by a Communist leader and repro-
duced in Madhu Limaye's booklet on the Communist Party, He describes
an occasion when the All-India Trade Union Congress was meeting at
Kanpur. The Party had been instructed to expose the All-India Trade
Union Congress as reformist and reactionary and P. C. Joshi arrived in
Kanpur with a handbill to be used for this purpose. Twenty-five thou-
sand copies were made on the day before the meeting. 'The handbills were
brought to Joshi's place. Along with them there was an open packet con-
taining International Press correspondence in which we found a copy of
the Open Letter from the Chinese Party to the Indian Party, telling
politely that we were following a wrong line, that we were left-sectarian.
We looked at each other. What was to be done? We burnt the whole lot
of handbills.'
In accordance with the new 'Rightist* policy, the Communists built up
strength steadily in the AITUC.
In a sense this might be regarded as their one concrete success during
the period. In other fields it could be said that just as the 'left' strategy of
1928-34 had failed because it was out of harmony with the times of India,
so the 'right* strategy failed between 1934 and the outbreak of war
because of its transparent insincerity. This view, however, is an over-
simplification* The strategy had in fact been of value to the Communists
in several ways. It enabled them to continue their activities at a time
when the Party itself was illegal; it provided them with a respectable
platform from which to preach; and their connections with the Congress
and Congress Socialist Party gave them opportunities of influencing
the thought of Indian intellectuals. They used these opportunities to
good effect and although just before the Second World War the
Party itself was very weak, a considerable number of young educated
Indians had been attracted, if not altogether won over, by the Com-
munist ideology.
The first two years of war clearly demanded a continuance of the
'right' strategy. It was no longer possible to take the anti-Fascist line,
but it was not difficult to deflect it into anti-Imperialist and it might have
been thought that the Communists ,.would join the Congress in their
demand for independence. This indeed was what Moscow expected. The
Communist Party of India, however, overplayed its hand. The Indian
National Congress at this time acted with moderation: it thought to
bargain with Britain for freedom in exchange for support in the War, but
it did not as yet lay itself out to hamper the war effort. This moderation
angered the Indian Communists, who demanded that India 'should make